
May 2024 Theme: Advancing 
Leaders Through Opportunity 

Asian/Pacific 

American
Heritage Month



“I’m so proud to be an Asian 

and just knowing that if we 

think of something, we’re 

gonna have the opportunity 

to be the best version of 

ourselves and be the best.”

– Liu Yifei
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(01) Theme



WHAT IS AAPI?

● AAPI stands for Asian American and Pacific Islander 
● Terms is used to describe and fast-growing population of 23 

million American that includes around 50 ethnic groups with 
roots to more than 40 countries

● Broad term: Asian/Pacific encompasses all of the Asian continent 
and the Pacific islands of Melanesia (New Guinea, New 
Caledonia, Vanuatu, Fiji and the Solomon Islands), Micronesia 
(Marianas, Guam, Wake Island, Palau, Marshall Islands, Kiribati, 
Nauru and the Federated States of Micronesia) and Polynesia 
(New Zealand, Hawaiian Islands, Rotuma, Midway Islands, 
Samoa, American Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, Cook Islands, French 
Polynesia and Easter Island)



WHAT IS AAPI HERITAGE MONTH?

● Celebration of Asians and Pacific Islanders in the United States
● Falls in May because of several reasons:

○ 1843: Arrival of first japanese immigrants
○ May 1869: Celebrate the contributions Chinese laborers’ 

contributions to building the transcontinental railroad which 
finished this month



Advancing Leaders Through Opportunity 

● This years AANHPI history month's theme is “Advancing Leaders 
Through Opportunity”

● This is a continuation of the 2021 theme “Advancing Leaders” 
● “Advancing Leaders” wants to highlight the advancing AAHNPI 

leaders in Federal and DC government 
● America is the land of opportunity and many immigrants come to 

America each year and past years to gain access to those 
opportunities.



Timeline

5 joint resolutions 
were introduced 
to designate a 
week in May to 
commemorate 
the 
accomplishments 
of the AAPI 
community. 
These were 
brought forward 
by Senator Daniel 
Inouye and House 
Rep. Frank J. 
Horton  

June 30 

1977

Public Law 
102-42 was 
passed by 

Congress and 
signed by 
President 

George H.W. 
Bush to 

proclaim May 
1991 and May 
1992 as Asian 

Pacific American 
Heritage Month 

May 14 

1991

President Carter 
Issued Prop 
4650. After 
issuing it he 
took time to 

recognize and 
highlight all the 
ways the AAPI 

community 
created a 

dynamic and 
Pluralist 
America.

President 
George H. W. 

Bush issued the 
Presidential 

Proclamation 
6130 

designating May 
1990 as the first 

“Asian Pacific 
American 

Heritage month”  

March 28 

1979
May 7 1990

Congress 
requested the 

President to issue 
a proclamation 
which expands 
the week into a 
month. It also 

called the people 
of America to 
observe the 
month with 
“appropriate 
ceremonies, 

programs, and 
activities. 

May 9 1990 October 23 

1992

Congress 
requested and 
passed laws 

that 
permanently 
changed AAPI 
Week in May to 
AAPI Month of 

May

 



(02) Notable 

Figures



Patsy Takemoto Mink

● 1927 - 2002
● Represented the people of Hawaii 

during two periods, the first from 
1965 to 1977 and again from 1990 
until her death in 2002

First woman of color and the 

first Asian American woman 

to serve in the U.S. Congress.



Queen LiliʻUokalani

● 1838 - 1917
● Reigning from 1891 until they were 

seized by the imperial government 
of the United States of America

First and only queen to rule 

the Hawaiian Islands



Fred Korematsu

● 1919 - 2005
● Resisted the internment of 

Japanese Americans during World 
War II

American civil rights activist.



Kamala Harris

● 1964 - Present
● Harris is the daughter of two 

immigrants, one from India and one 
from Jamaica

First Asian American Vice 

President of the United 

States.



(03) Lessons 

Plans and 

Resources



Primary Lessons

Books with Asian-American 

Characters
Virtual Field Trips

The Arts

Japanese Origami: 
How to Fold a Paper Crane

Click the books for read alouds. At-Home Adventures 
virtual field trips 
through:
● Japan
● India
● Vietnam
● Korea

One-hour program 
features Asian American 
women musicians and 
performers

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-bN1L_RnRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYQr4w7oiR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aPSxvxUiqos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7e9aiOFjrKA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwhhSzKjXuw
https://asiasociety.org/texas/home-adventures-through-asia-japan
https://asiasociety.org/texas/home-adventures-through-asia-india
https://asiasociety.org/texas/home-adventures-through-asia-vietnam
https://asiasociety.org/texas/home-adventures-through-asia-korea
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4Ib2wLvcXw


Secondary Lessons

United States History 

Click the images to be 
brought to Stanford History 
Education Group for lessons.

Lessons include teach 
material, student materials in 
Spanish and English and 
modified materials in Spanish 
and English.

https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/annexation-hawaii?check_logged_in=1
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/japanese-american-incarceration


Resources

● Kokoro: The Story of Sacramento's Lost 
Japantown

● Teaching Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage
○ Lessons for K-12, 6-8 and 9-12

● We Are Not a Stereotype
○ Video series for classroom teachers 

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/ngWBIz39GH3oLQ
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/ngWBIz39GH3oLQ
https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/tools-tips/teaching-asian-and-pacific-islander-heritage
https://apa.si.edu/learn/not-a-stereotype/


Did you try and enjoy any lessons in your classroom?

Click here to submit student work to be showcased.

THANK YOU!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdF9Sk5aZF6PWYODwBBwGfpCvvhnMRwFKuVEF5QaGFc1T62Cw/viewform

